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AN ACT
D.C. ACT 23-471

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

NOVEMBER 2, 2020

To designate the Big Brown Bat as the official state mammalofthe District of Columbia.

BEIT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this
act may be cited as the “Big Brown Bat Official State Mammal Designation Act of 2020”.

Sec. 2. Official state mammalofthe District ofColumbia.
(a) The Big Brown Bat (Eptesicusfuscus) is a species of mouse-eared bat found

throughout the United States, including the District of Columbia.
(b) Bats are the only flying mammals. The Big Brown Bat can fly up to 40 miles per

hour, one of the fastest bats.
(c) The Big Brown Bat is considered large for an American bat, and has a wingspan of

12-16 inches and a weight of 14-21 grams. A big brown bat can live up to 18-20 years in the
wild.

(a) The Big Brown Bat uses echolocation to forage for insects, preferring to eat beetles
with its jaws that can chew through the hard exoskeletons, but also eating a variety of other
insects including moths, flies, wasps, and flying ants that they capture in flight.

(© The Big Brown Bat (Eptesicusfuscus) is hereby designated the official state mammal
ofthe District ofColumbia.

Sec. 3. Fiscal impact statement.
‘The Council adopts the fiscal impact statement in the committee report as the fiscal

impact statement required by section 4a of the General Legislative Procedures Act of 1975,
approved October 16, 2006 (120 Stat. 2038; D.C. Official Code § 1-301.47a).

Sec. 4. Effective date.
This act shall take effect following approval by the Mayor (or in the event of veto by the

Mayor, action by the Council to override the veto), a 30-day periodofcongressional review as
provided in section 602(c)(1)ofthe District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved December  
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24, 1973 (87 Stat. 813; D.C. Official Code § 1-206.02(c)(1)), and publication in the District of
Columbia Register.

 

Councilofthe District of Columbia

 

District pf Columbia
APPROVED
November 2, 2020

 



COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

WASHINGTON, DC, 20004
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